2 


ENTOMOLOGISTS RECORD, VOL. 83 


15/1/71 


and confluent with the pale liturae (not actually metallic) which are 
present here. 

Details relating to the body, etc., are essentially as described for P. 
beaufortia. 

Length of forewing: 13-14 mm. (the first measurement that of the 
holotype). 

$ Holotype, WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE : Summit of Komsberg Pass, 
S.S.E. of Sutherland, Komsberg Escarpment, 27.xi.1969 (C.G.C.D.); British 
Muesum Reg. No. Rh. 17199. 

Paratype in the author's collection, W. CAPE PROVINCE: Roggeveld 
Escarpment, 18.xi.1969, ltf (C.G.C.D.). 

In P. violescens the distal-margin of the forewing is unusually rounded 
for a male of this group of Poecilmitis. 

The first specimen of this butterfly to be caught was taken in a moun¬ 
tainous spot in which the more usual Roggeveld form of P. beaufortia 
was out in considerable numbers; while the later example, which has been 
used for the holotype, was caught a good many miles to the S.E. of this 
locality, when the area at the head of the Komsberg Pass was being 
searched. A species of Mesembrianthemum with bright pink flowers to 
which this specimen had been attracted was also being frequented by P. 
beaufortia and P. turneri Riley, but in decidedly small numbers, as condi¬ 
tions were very far from favourable owing to a stiff breeze which was 
blowing from the south west. This had increased by the following day 
when, after several hours’ intensive search without finding more specimens 
of P. violescens, it was necessary to leave the locality altogether. 

This small butterfly is a particularly attractive member of its group, 
with its beautiful silvery violaceous-blue from the wing-bases and exten¬ 
sive violaceous-pink glow beyond the blue colouring. (The coloration is 
fully apparent only in the paratype which, although torn, is in fresher 
condition than the holotype.) 

“Blencathra”, Cambridge Avenue, St Michael’s Estate, Cape Town. 

In Search of Lepidoptera, 1970 

By David Brown 

My Butterfly season opened on 26th March with Aglais urlicae (Linn.) 
L. at Charlecote — a considerable number of days later than previous 
years and even as I write these notes in late October the same species is 
still on the wing near the Michaelmas Daisies. 

As regards Moths, although I had run the m.v. trap at home through¬ 
out the winter I commenced a scries of excursions with the Heath traps 
covering the whole summer. The first of these was at Oakley Wood 
(near Warwick) on 30th March when until midnight in predominant birch 
Achlya flavicornis (Linn.) L., Erannis marginaria (Fabr.) L., Biston 
strataria (Hufn.) L., Alsophila ascularia (Schiff.) L. and Cerastis rubicosa 
(Schiff.) L. were all common. One Orthosia munda (Schiff.) L. and a 
female A. aescularia (Schiff.) L. were found on inspection of the tree 
trunks and herbage with the aid of a torch. 

A further visit on 11th April produced the same species but in smaller 
numbers. On this night, due to the very low temperature, the expedition 
was abandoned early at 11.20 p.m. 
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A venture into Yorkshire at Ripon on 17/18th April, hoping to cap- 
ture Orthosia advena (Schiff.) L., proved unsuccessful. 

Another local wood (Chesterton) was blacklighted on 1st May. This 
particular wood has a wide variety of trees with large and recently 
made clearings and a few coniferous plantations. The only satisfactory 
moth taken was a nice dark variety of Lycia hirtaria (Clerck) L., the 
markings of which were similar to those of the December moth. The 
following evening conditions were more favourable for over 50 L. hirtaria 
(Clerck) L. were taken but no varieties. O. munda (Schiff.) L. was ex¬ 
tremely common and one Polyploca ridens (Fab.) L. was taken. Two 
days later on 4th May this wood produced about 80 moths, including 
seven P. ridens (Fab.) L. 

It was indeed pleasant during this period to collect the trap in the 
freshness of each morning in wonderful spring sunshine with carpets 
of daffodils and primroses providing a yellow panorama in the clearings. 
Satisfactory, too, to note that the colonies of Pyrgus malvae (Linn.) L. 
seemed to be on the increase hereabouts. Later on in June the morning 
flying Aegeria spheciformis (Schiff.) L. was seen in this same clearing. 

I was amazed to find in my emergence cage on 11th May a perfect 
gynandromorph, Anthocharis cardamines L. This was one of a dozen 
A. cardamines L. pupae I had purchased during last year. 

After travelling down to Brockenhurst in the New Forest on I5th 
May, I set up the Heath trap and within minutes I took Odontosia car - 
melita (Esp.) L. followed by a second before midnight. Also attracted 
were very good numbers of all the common prominents including a dozen 
Notodonta trepida (Esper) L., many Drepana lacertinaria (Linn.) L., two 
Cosymbia albipunctata (Hufn.) L., one Ligdia adustata (Schiff) L., and 
three Cleora cinctaria (Schiff.) L. 

During this trip the only Butterflies on the wing were Pararge aegeria 
(Linn.) L., Nymphalis io (Linn.) L., and Gonopteryx rhamni (Linn.) L., 
— the fritillaries not yet having emerged. On the 16th, the afternoon was 
spent searching the birch trunks on the heath at Lyndhurst for C. cinctaria 
(Schiff.) L. but without success. I ran two traps well in Hollands Wood 
on the 16th, about half a mile apart, one being operated in a large beech 
clearing and the other in a wide ride — predominantly Oak and Birch. 
Results were the same—IV. trepida (Esper.) L. being very common, a late 
P. ridens (Fab.) L., a very fresh Smerinthus ocellata (Linn.) L. and the 
usual common species. 

The following day at Lulworth found Callophrys rubi (Linn.) L. plenti¬ 
ful as well as the usual common downland species. A few Aspitates 
ochrearia (Rossi) L. were noted. I collected a dozen Lasiocampa trifolii 
(Schiff.) L. larvae before leaving at 7.00 p.m. 

The Heath traps were operated each night until 20th May, but only 
two further species came to the lights— Stauropus fagi (Linn.) L. and 
Clostera curtula (Linn.) L. 

Back in Warwickshire on the 25th, I visited the disused railway line 
between Kineton and Stratford upon Avon. The beating of the herbage 
produced great numbers of Anaitis plagiata (Linn.) L., A. efformata 
(Guenee) L. and a single Lampropteryx suffumata (Schiff.) L. A freshly 
emerged female S. ocellata (Linn.) L. was found on a willow trunk. 
Thirteen species of Butterfly were recorded including one not previously 
seen at this particular site—a solitary Pyrgus malvae (Linn.) L. 
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On 28th May the Heath trap was operated in Tile Hill Wood on the 
outskirts of Coventry but conditions were not good. However, many 
Drymonia dodonaea (Schiff.) L. were attracted. This species is certainly 
absent from the Warwick and Stratford localities some 10 miles away. 
Before leaving at midnight a single Ectropis extersaria (Hubn.) L. made 
an appearance. 

During this period at Charlecote I used the trail) in local woods but 
the results were disappointing. 

June 5th found me staying for a few days at my favourite collecting 
ground at Crickley near Cheltenham. Warm sunshine accompanied the 
search of the surrounding hills. Pseudopanthera macularia (Linn.) L. 
was extremely plentiful, as was Phytometra viridaria (Clerck) L. One 
very worn A. plagiata (Linn.) L. was seen together with a few Procris 
statices (Linn.) L., and one Macrothylacia rubi (Linn.) L. I had hoped to 
see Hamearis lucina (Linn.) L., but I was out of luck. I have visited these 
hillsides every year since 1963 but it was only in 1969 that I have seen 
this Butterfly and at that time three appeared in the space of ten 
minutes and that in an area of less than a quarter of an acre. Many 
other downland butterflies were seen but I noticed a sad decline in the 
numbers of Aricia agestis (Schiff.) L. Many Bapta bimaculata Fabr. were 
flushed by beating hawthorn shrubs in the nearby woods. Again the two 
Heath traps were used on each night of the stay. One in a beech wood 
some two miles from the second situated in the more open aspect of the 
steep hillside, yet the results from each were very similar except for 
Bena fagana (Fab.) L. from the Wood. Horisme vitalbata (Schiff.) L. 
visited both. I am afraid I then played truant to the cause by foregoing 
a further evening with the traps to ensure being home for the England/ 
Brazil World Cup game! 

I journeyed down for a further week-end at this site on 20th June, 
mainly in the hope of boxing Horisme tersata (Schiff.) L. which in the 
event proved very common. By beating Old Man’s Beard, good numbers 
were obtained together with a few Melanthia procellata (Schiff.) L. 

Meanwhile at Charlecote Strymonidia w-album (Knoch) L. had ap¬ 
peared very early and was out in good numbers well before the end of 
June, becoming quite worn by their usual emergence time in mid July. 
In 1968 I had saved the colony with the willing co-operation of the local 
landowner. He did not pursue his original intention to fell the Wych 
Elm and envelop a flourishing privet hedge and waste ground into his 
adjoining field. 

The unfortunate necessity of sitting for examinations hereabouts 
prevented other than local collecting but having completed them I had 
a short expedition into Derbyshire but results in the trap were un¬ 
interesting. However, during an early evening walk at Chinley, Chapel 
en le Frith, I came across a very strong colony of Odezia atrata (Linn.) L. 

A pleasant visit to Princethorpe Wood on 11th July found Limenitis 
Camilla (Linn.) L. plentiful, but its condition was already below collection 
standard. Thecla quercus (Linn.) L. was very abundant. 

On Saturday, 24th July, I was again camping in Hollands Wood, 
Brockenhurst, for a stay of ten days, and curiously within minutes of 
setting up the trap, Boarmia roboraria (Schiff.) L. was taken. The 
Heath traps were operated each night about a mile and a half into the 
wood. It was interesting to compare the results of the traps with that 
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of the fluorescent camp building lights. The latter, as other visitors to 
the wood will no doubt have experienced, attracted quite numerous good 
species. On the 24th the traps and camp lights attracted very large 
numbers of all the common prominents, including Notodonta dromedarius 
(Linn.) L., swarms of Lymantria monacha (Linn.) L., one S. fagi (Linn.) 
L., many Miltochrista miniata (Forst.) L. and a single Apatele leporina 
(Linn.) L. Other species taken during the stay were Dasychira fascelina 
(Linn.) L., Lycophotia varia (de Vill) L., Geometra papilionaria (Linn.) L., 
Lilhosia deplan a (Esp.) L., Cosymbia albipunctata (Hufn.) L., Mesoleuca 
albicillata (Linn.) L., Horisme vitalbata (Schiff.) L., Pachycnemia 
hippocastanaria (Hubn.) L., plus a whole hoard of commoners. 

I was very pleased to see Celastrina argiolus (Linn.) L. in such good 
numbers for in past years I thought there was a decline. As usual, 
Argynnis paphia (Linn.) L. and T. quercus (Linn.) L., were very com¬ 
mon. On the adjacent heath at Blacknowle a few Anarta myrtilli (Linn.) 
L. were found at rest on the heather stems. Plebejus argus (Linn.) L. 
was plentiful. 

Dusk collecting on the more boggy parts of the heath area (1st August) 
produced a specimen of the local Scopula emutaria (Hubn.) L. and 
Gnophos obscurata (Schiff.) L. with several Selidosema brunnearia subsp. 
L. 

Perhaps the biggest reward of the summer’s collecting occurred in 
the late evening of Friday, 31st July, after many hours of searching 
score upon score of pine trees I was delighted to come across Hyloicus 
pinastri (Linn.) L. nestling low down on a very elderly and large cedar 
tree. Such an exhilarating moment is full compensation for the inevitable 
disappointments throughout the season. 

During a day spent over at Lulworth on 30th July Thymelicus acteon 
(Rott.) L. and Argynnis aglaia (Linn.) L. were as plentiful as in other 
years. Two Cupido minimus Fuessly L. were seen and I located a single 
Cleorodes lichenaria (Hufn.) L. at rest on a wall. 

On 1st August White Parish Wood was visited in the hope of catching a 
glimpse of the most alluring sight of all— Apatura iris (Linn.) L. but alas 
in spite of detailed surveillance of the sites where I saw it last year it 
did not appear. However, before leaving the wood I netted var. Valezina 
A. paphia (Linn.) L., which later obliged me with a fair quantity of eggs. 

After five days in the local haunts at home I set off again, but this 
time Northwards into the Lake District, staying in the first place adjacent 
to Arnside Knott in Borrowdale Wood. Here again two traps were used, 
but apart from a few Colostygia salicata subsp. L. little of interest was 
caught. Erebia aethiops (Esp.) L. was again very prolife on the Knott 
as was Argynnis adippe (Schiff.) L. A move to near Lake Windermere 
was hardly more successful, yet two Tholera cespitis (Schiff.) L. and 
Plusia gracilis L. were boxed and although the hair-raising ascent 
through the Hard Knott Pass was in itself an experience, the insects at 
the summit were very mediocre in range despite having hoped to find 
Xanthorhoe munitata (Hubn.) L. and Entephria caesiata (Schiff.) L. 

My final expedition for the summer commenced on 25th August when 
I journeyed down for a few days’ collecting at Box Hill and primarily 
to add Hesperia comma (Linn.) L. to my collection, and I was not dis¬ 
appointed as they were found in numbers. A few Aspitates gilvaria 
(Schiff.) L. were on the wing, together with the usual downland butter- 
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flics. An interesting day on the downs at Shoreham on Sea on 27th 
August found Lysandra coridon (Poda) L. and Lysandra bellargus (Rott.) 
L. common. The blacklight produced little exceptional at Box Hill, except 
a single specimen of Paradiarsia glareosa (Esp.) L. and Amathes castanea 
(Esp.) L. 

Generally, I suppose the collecting season proved quite satisfying but 
variations in the weather were not conducive to success. I am always 
at a loss to understand why the favourable weather always seems to 
occur when I have to be indoors with my books preparing for examina¬ 
tions. Had 1 not found myself day-dreaming of Afropos I might even 
have passed! 


MACRO-LEPIDOPTERA CANNAE 
The Butterflies and Moths of Canna 


By J. L. Campbell 


(concluded from 82 : 299) 


GEOMETRIDAE 

Geometrinae 


168. 


169. 

170. 

171. 


Geometra papilionaria L. (Large Emerald). Two only, one near the 
trap on 7/7/52, the other in my garden on 22/7/56. 


Acidaliinae 


Acidalia aversata L. (Riband Wave). Two only, in trap, on 31/7/63, 
20/7/65. 

A. bisetata Hufn. (Small Fan-foot Wave). Quite common, in trap, 
earliest, 21/7/65; latest, 25/8/67; most, 16 in 1969; 13 in 1968. 

A. furnata Steph. (Smoky Wave). One only, in Tighard garden on 
17/7/45. 


Hydriomenidae 

172. Ortholitha limitata Scop. (Shaded Broad-bar). Common around cliffs 
and southern slopes inaccessible to sheep. In trap, earliest, 3/8/55; 
latest, 4/9/61, most, 8 in 1967, 6 in 1955, ’56. Several specimens of 
O. limitata were seen on Heisheir on 28/7/70. 

173. Anaitis plagiata L. (Treble-Bar). Common, in similar situations to 
O. limitata. In trap earliest, 2/7/63; latest, 13/9/67; most, 37 in 1969; 
29 in 1966. 

174. Carsia paludata Thunb. (Manchester Treble-Bar). Two only, in good 
condition, 10/8/56, 11/8/63. 

175. Lobophora polycommata Hiibn. (Barred Tooth-striped). One speci¬ 
men, in trap on 6/5/69. Identified by Mr E. C. Pelham-Clinton. 

176. L. c arpinata Borkh. (Early Tooth-Striped). A comparatively new¬ 
comer, probably owing to the planting of birches and alders since 
1949. The first occurred in the trap on 19/4/64, and was later iden¬ 
tified for me by Mr E. C. Pelham-Clinton. No more were taken until 
the spring of 1969, when the moth turned up several times, first on 
25th April, then on the 29th. Specimens were also taken on the 5th 
and 6th of May. Most of these are of form fasciata Prout 





